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| original appearance. The wind s - &
o blew over the beach, and the [
sand was constantly
moving. Plants

couldn't grow there.

For centuries the beach was
battered by the sea, until over 50
years ago, when we had the bi%g%’c
storm of the century. When i

finished, the beach had nothing
but sand, and all the plants had
disappeared.
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Grranddad, let's go and fly the kite
now the wind's picked up.

Come on then, let's enjoy
the beach - summer is foo short.

Enjoy Laida’s dunes and use all the opportuni‘lie:;s offered by the beach. It i
essential to observe the rules, and especially not to Lross\{ihe parir;(;ter *
of the dunes. And remember, no dogs allowed on the beach.
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Yes Olatz, now we're seeing
the dune grow, but work
.| began on this in 1999.

\| Before anything was done,
A they did a survey on how

Yes Olatz, a rope we
can't cross. Over there
the dunes are growing
slowly and we can't

inferfere.
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The people at Urdaibai, ]
Olatz. They collected all
the data, and drew up 2
plan to save the beach.

In 1999 the Urdaibai Biosphere
Reserve Trustees began work
on 2 small section of the beach.
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they start?
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Because fine sand is blown)/ ||/
around the wind, and when [

They put dry osier branches
at strategic locations fo make
-\ barriers to catch the sand

blown by the wind.
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them we're accelerating the
natural process.
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Yes it will, Olatz, but very slowly.
The sand fraps help to make
the process faster by simulating :
natural processes. There was g —
no time fo lose with the state
the beach was in.

Look granddad, they're
planting something
over there.
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Thanks o all the planting |
in the last few years the
) plants have been integrated,
/- S é//g and now they behave like
a natural dune system.
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Look granddad
this plant is
different.

.
That's called sea bindweed,
and nobody planted it.
Like other dune plants,
it appears as the dune
fakes shape.

Now plants that disappeared 50 years
are coming back again - sea daffodile,
caper spurges and sea holly.

They're strange because they grow in an

inhospitable environment, blown around in

the wind with salt from the sea, on dry
ground. They're specialist plants.
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7 No. If we take the
plants away the dune
will disappear.

You see, Olatz, thanks

10 their work we can

have a bigger, more
beautiful beach.

That's why
we have to
obey the

Look

space there is for
sunbathers.

how much

Yes, thanks 1o the
dune there’s plenty
of room when the
tide comes in.
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